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GOSSIP OF THE THEATRES.

BEN GREET HAS A FUNNY BONE
AND CAN SEE A JOKE. '

Clyde Fitch's “The Climbers’ Well Played
at the Murray Hill Theatre—Bronson
Howard Enjoys It From a Stage
Box—A Story on Heinrich Conried.

O rare Ben Greet! This phrase does
not smack of the novel, yet it may
be employed, for Mr. Greet is an
Fnglishman with a sense of humor,
Yes, it is true! Be not incredulous!
Not for a moment was he deceived by
the clattering gossip of that Rialto bird,
that idle-tongued bird which did stack
up againet the eternal verities and bring
down upon its frank plumage, not shame,
but just Broadway soot. Shall we become
plainer? Suffice to say that Brother Greet
was not for a moment “razzled.” Not
for a moment did our jolly Malvolio tumble
into the little tub prepared by the bird,
In a word, Mr. Greet simply laughs out of
conrt the original story which appeared in
THE SUN about Viola Allen's scenery and the
loan thereof. ) r

( rare Ben you are quite justified of
vour scorn! There is no need mincin
matters—as much as your charming an
interesting “Twelfth Nl§ht'needs ‘scener(—-
vou did not, despite the loquacious bird,
ask for Miss Allen's scenio outfit; but Mr,
Frohman did, and there let us leave the
incident, or, well, Hawks will be on our
trail!

What we admire principally about Mr.
Greet in this matter is his very un-English
appreciation of & gondola row joke. Now
there is Frank Wilstach—every man in
the theatrical world knows him for a very
melancholy Jacques. The night that Mr.
Wilstach witnessed Mr, Greet's performance
of the thourand and one night, he enjoyed
the interpretation as an infant, craving
ita mush and receiving it. But then, Mr.
Wilstach has no sense of the humerous—
his friends say!

We have been the recipient of numerous
letters relating to Edith Wynne Matthison.
Mr. Greet, despite his Elizabethan tastes,
has been called a “bounding” Greek.
Niyria will account for that; but a Viola
in a ruff, flute hat, red wig, queer feathers—
a red-headed Greek! Come, brother Greet,
explain what you were after? But in the
last analysis why should any one expect
logic from the theatre? enery, CO8-
tumes, ezpe«‘h—ull may be a th_ousand miles
removed, but the theatre audience accepts
anything, even accepts nonchalant Ben!

CHECK WRITTEN ON SHIRT FRONT.

It Was a Denatien and o Mr, Ulrich Held
Stll—=Check Ca.“ed,

A cheok for $10 written on .“e bosom
of a white shirt has been framed and hung
in the rooms of the Arion Binging Soclety
at Cambridge avenue and Hutton street,
Jersey City. The check was drawn on the
Second National Bank of Hoboken, by
Frederick Menzenhauer, a retired musical
instrument manufacturer, in favor of
Moritz Ulrich, chairman of the Arion's
entertainment committee,

Early one morning not many months ago
several Arions and friends were seated
around a table. Mr. Ulrich, who was in
evening dress, brought up the subject of
donations for an entertainment and asked
Mr. Menzenhauer to contribute. The re-
tired manufacturer said he would be pleased
to give something, but he did not happen
to have his check book with him. Some-
body suggested that Ulrich’s broad ex-
panse of immaculate shirt front would
furnish ample room for a check, and Mr.
Menzenhauer proceeded to write on its
shiny surface an order on the bank to pay
Ulrich the sum of $10. Mr. Ulrich didn't
stir until his friend had signed his name
and then he said: “I'm much obliged,
I'll get $10 on this.”

“You'll have to indorse the check first
or the bank won’t honor it,” said Menzen-
hauer.

“I guess I cando that,too,” replied Ulrich,
a8 he retired from the room,

When he returned he wore a borrowed
shirt and carried the shirt with the “checked”
front in his hand, he cut out the bosom,
indorsed the check and got the bartender
to cash it. The latter turned over $9.00
in ourrency and dropped the check into his
cash drawer. He took it to the bank of the
People's Safe Deposit and Trust Company
in Central avenue the following day.

Mr. Menzenhauer didn't like the idea of
having the shirt bosom returned to the
Second National Bank of Hoboken and
substituted an ordinary $10 check for it.
He, however, afterward surrendered the
shirt check and gave the Arions permission
to hang it in their rooms.

RIGHTS OF POLICE WATCHERS.
Magistrate Pool Says They Can Stand

Guard on Suspeoted Plaoces.

Capt. Tighe of the Mercer street police
statlon arraigned eleven prisoners taken
at various poolrooms in his precinct before

IN THE WORLD OF MOUSIC.

“DAS RHEINGOLD” BROUGHT OUT
AT THE OPERA.

New Soenery, New Ideas, New Interpreta-
tions, but the Same Old Gods and
Glants—Herr Burgstaller Sings ‘‘Loge’’
for the First Time In New York.

The performance of Wagner's “Der
Ring des Nibelungen” began last night
at the Metropolitan Opera House. “Das
Rheingold" had not been brought forward
previously in the course of the season, and
it was carefully kept outside of the sub-
scription series, lest offence might be given
to the radiant beauties of the boxes, who
make loud plaints when the manager asks
them to sit in the gloom of the true art.
Society was not conspicuous in last night's
audience, but the old guard of Wagnerites
paraded with full ranks.

Mr. Conried respected his promise to brin
forward the “Ring” with new scenery. It
will be recalled that in the two dramas
»erformed in the course of the season, “Die

‘alkuere” and “Siegfried,” new scenes were
revealed and improvements in lighting and
stage management were disclosed. There
was even a new dragon of much activity
and awe inspiring whiskers. “Das Rhein-
gold™ offers opportunities for the display
of new things in the way of soenery and
mechanioal effects, and these opportunities
were not neglected. -

The first socene, that showing the sub-
marine Rhine realm, with the flsh-tailed
guardians of the troublesome gold swim-
ming about in the gauzy depths, proved to
be an excellent simulation of a stage filled
with water, and it Xuite justified the “ver-
fluchtes niesen® of Alberich. But the wires
would show. The other scenes are less
troublesome than this, for in this the swing-
ing of the Rhine daughters is difficult of
accomplishment, It was not well man-
aged last night, but on the whole the
scene had a good effect.

The rest of the pictorial investiture of
the drama was satisfactory, and Mr, Con-
ried must be thanked for carrying out his
promises to the letter. There was also
one of the most promising casts that
“Rheingold” has ever had New York.
0ld friends we have always with us, and
the Wotan of Mr. Van Rooy is the same
interesting interpretation of the troubled

as we have known in previous seasons.
Mr. Dippel has been seen as Fioh and Mr.
Reiss as Mime. Mr. Blass is not unfamiliar
as Fafner, but last night he had an ex-
cellent companion giant in the person of
Mr. Kloepfer. Mr. Goritz was quite ac-
oeﬁtable n the role ot Alberich.

r. Burgstaller was & very heavy footed
Loge, and he sang the music_of the part
as it has been sung here gince Vogl sang it.

iIVE TOPICS ABOUT TOWN.

“Funny thing about the Maybrick case,”
sald one of a group of men discussing it,
“and one that not many people are aware
of, is the fact that it has been responsible
for the introduction of anew word in our
slang. We speak nowadays of a man
who ‘yapped, or one whom we think
will ‘yapp’; at times we make a noun
of it and state that ‘so and so never opened
his yapp.! We have come to apply
the word to bucolio friends, alluding to
them as ‘country yapps.’

“Alice Yapp was the name of the servant
who gave such damaging toettmons ainst
Mrs. Maybrick, her employer and friend
and whose manner in giving it resulted
in prejudicing against her many who be-
lieved she told the truth as well aa others
who were convinced thatshedidn't. Her
name became a synonym for gabbunf,
80 much 8o that we have come to use'it
now as freely as we say a desperado was
‘lynched.’”

It was a oold night and nearly all
who passed the big thermometer near the
Bridge stopped to look ‘at it, then pulled
his coat collar closer about his ears and
hurried on.

“Funny how everybody wants to know
just how cold it is,” said one of the old
newspaper vendors near by, “There’s an
old German who has boug tﬁl of me
for years. Usually hesays, ' gt ziemlich
kalt, when he buys a paper. When it's
about 8 degrees he says, ‘Kalt,’ and
draws his head down in coat collar
again, When it geta below zero he doeen’t
even say ‘Kalt,’ but just points at the ther-
mometer and hurries along. 1 never need
to look at it myself after he has passed.”

Even if the price of rolls has gone up
nobody need starve, if his digestive organs
are strong. The proprietor of a Rowery
restaurant displa a 8i announci
that within, .t:; o?o with g.: appetite ﬁ
get a piece of pie, filve doughnuts, five
crullers, five buns and a cup of ooffee, all
for five cents.

It has leaked out that a prominent Re-
publican, whose relation to practical poli-
tics has so far been that of an “angel,” is
anxiously seeking some trustworthy and
authoritative assurances as to what he is
to get after election. He thinks, and very
rightly, too, that the stubs of his check-
book should secure him something away
up, and his proclivities and accomplish-
menta all point to diplomatic preferment.
His friends agree that he is certain of an
Ambassacorshipand he has long since ex-
rreased his choice, being moved thereto
»y sentimental but h hg' honorable con-
siderations touching what he and his fam-

AMUSEMENTS,

«] never saw a book start out better,”

said one of the biggest jobbers of

OChHe
Deliverance

The 10,000 received last Friday are
practically exhausted—jgoth thousand
now in press.

The critics have an explanation:
Miss Glasgow has really written «the best
American novel of recent years.”" ($1.50)
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370,000 copies printed of “ THE PIT" and Thomas
Dixon, Fr.'s powerful novels, THE ONE WOMAN"
and “THE LEOPARD'S SPOTS.”
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O rare Ben Greet!—by the way, this is not Magistrate Pool in the Jefferson Market | But habitual operagoers hardly need to be ily would regard as a pleasant vindication.
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By BRAM ST£I:K. author of * Dracula”™ *

An absorbing’&ory of Egyptian mystery that hangs over
the tomb of a queen of ancient Egypt, where strange preps-
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ologist’s” §aughter seems possessed at times by the dead
queen's soul—nher pcrso‘ality changing under the very eyes
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